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Quick Reference 
Country Data

Aruba
Registry: The Registry of Aruba      Prefix: P4-      Location: Headquartered in Miami, FL. DCA in Oranjestad, Aruba
Country Status: Aruba remains a constituent country of the Kingdom of the Netherlands 

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions:  5,700 kg and 1,000 kg for helicopters 

Maximum age: Aircraft manufactured after January 1st 1980 

Aircraft type certificate: EASA, FAA, Transport Canada and Brazil 

Typical structure: Aruban Exempt Company (in Dutch: Arubaanse Vrijgestelde Vennootschap; abbreviated as AVV) or Domicile. 

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES 

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: YES

Priority Notice: Not applicable in the case of a right of mortgage 

Public Registration: Yes. The ARR (as defined above). Registration of the mortgage in the ARR is a perfection requirement under Aruban law. The ARR is not 

electronic and only assessable in person during regular government office hours ie, 07:30am to 11:30 and 13:00 to 16:00.  
Furthermore, the Aruban law mortgage constituting an international interest pursuant to the Cape Town Convention may be registered in the International 

Register, as is the case for other international interests created under Aruban or foreign law. 

Deregistration Power of Attorney: Yes. They can file an IDERA with the DCA of Aruba by submitting form INS. 4.082. (This can be found on our website). 

Cape Town: Yes, in 2009. We were the first offshore jurisdiction to ratify the Cape Town Convention.

Survey Completed by
Name: Anayansy Ablan

Company:  The Registry of Aruba      

Email: aablan@p4registry.com

Phone Number: +1 (954) 591 7002

Address: 333 S Miami Ave. Miami, FL 33130

Austria
Registry: Austro Control GmbH  (Austrian CAA)      Prefix: OE-      

Location: Austria       Country Status: Republic, EU Member

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: NO

Maximum Age: NO

Aircraft Type Certificate: EASA

Typical Structure: N/A

Operation
Private Use: YES (EASA standards applied)

Commercial Air Transport:  YES (EASA standards applied)

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: Only Chattel mortgage (Seek legal advice)

Priority Notice: YES, but not publicly registered

Public Registration: NO

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES

Cape Town: NO.

Survey Completed by
Name: Dr Andreas Grassl, Attorney at Law

Company: AviationLaw.at  

Email: office@aviationlaw.at

Phone Number: +43 (1) 581 05 06

Address: A 1010 VIENNA, Johannesgasse 22

Azerbaijan
Registry: Registry of the State Civil Aviation Agency under the Ministry of Transport, Communication and High Technologies of the Republic of Azerbaijan

Prefix: CAA-      Location: 11 Azadlig avenue, Baku, AZ1095, Republic of Azerbaijan      Country Status: Republic

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions:  None 

Maximum Age:  None 

Aircraft Type Certificate: None 

Typical Structure:  None 

Operation
Private Use: Aircraft can be operated by individuals and legal entities having an air operator certificate issued for certain fee. A person leasing aircraft in 

accordance with laws based on an operating lease must also have an air operator certificate. The air operator certificates are issued by the CAA. Foreigners and 

foreign legal entities may operate aircraft in Azerbaijan upon the recognition of analogical documents issued by CAAs in other countries.

Commercial Air Transport: Civil aviation conducting the carriage of passengers, luggage, cargo and mails for a certain fee is considered commercial civil 

aviation. Carriage of weapons in the part allocated for passengers in commercial aircraft is allowed only if accompanied by the armed forces and subject to 

taking the relevant security measures. 

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: Under the Azerbaijani International Private Law, in rem rights in transport means must be determined in accordance 

with laws where the transport means are registered. Law applicable to a mortgage agreement can be chosen by the parties to it. Otherwise, the law of the 

mortgagor shall apply subject to the conflicts of law rules.     
Registration/recordation of security interests for foreign-registered aircraft is not required under the Azerbaijani aviation laws. Under the Aviation Law, 

information about the aircraft (other than a foreign-registered aircraft) mortgage is entered into the aircraft registry.

Priority Notice: Pursuant to sub-section 748-1.12 of the Civil Code, the lessor is entitled to repossess the object of a lease and take the funds back 

unconditionally and terminate the lease if:    
(i) Lessee’s use of the lease object does not comply with the terms of lease and contradicts the designation of the lease object   

(ii) Lessee subleases the lease object without the lessor’s consent  
(iii) Lessee fails to maintain the lease object in appropriate condition, thereby deteriorating its operation features   
(iv) Lessee fails to make payments under the lease more than two consecutive times.

Public Registration: Aircraft operated from Azerbaijan must be publicly registered in the Republic of Azerbaijan and its registrability is achieved subject to all 

the following conditions being met:    
(i) The owner (possession) of aircraft is the Republic of Azerbaijan or individuals or legal entities of the Republic of Azerbaijan  
(ii) There is an airworthiness licence (certificate) issued in accordance with the Aviation Law or an analogical document issued by another country and 

recognised in the Republic of Azerbaijan  
(iii) The aircraft is not registered in any other state. If the ownership of aircraft belongs to a subject of the Republic of Azerbaijan and it is stationed in the 

territory of another state or if it is a foreign-registered aircraft leased to, and operated from, Azerbaijan, it may be temporarily recorded in Azerbaijan.   
Temporary recordation card of aircrafts in the Republic of Azerbaijan shall be kept on the aircraft together with the certificate of registration issued by lessor 

state.

Deregistration Power of Attorney: A waiver of the right to revoke a power of attorney is void in the Republic of Azerbaijan. The validity or enforceability of an 

irrevocable power of attorney valid under a foreign law has never been challenged in the Azerbaijani courts. 

Cape Town: NO.

Survey Completed by
Company: BM Morrison Partners LLC

Email: lsafarova@bmlawaz.com; nbaghirova@bmlawaz.com & saghayeva@bmlawaz.com 

Phone Number: +994 12 497 19 14 / 15

Address: Villa 9, English Yard Business Centre 43, Mammad Araz Street, AZ1106, Baku, 

Republic of Azerbaijan

The Bahamas
Registry: The Bahamas      Prefix: C6-      Location: Caribbean      Country Status: Parliamentary Democracy

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None 

Maximum Age: None but must of type and age acceptable to The Civil Aviation Authority Bahamas (CAA-B)

Aircraft Type Certificate: FAA, EASA, and TCCA. CAA-B will accept aircraft that has been Type Certified by ANAC (Brazil) provided the aircraft type has 

previously had a Type Certificate issued by FAA, EASA or TCCA

Typical Structure: Corporate entity or Individual. 

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES; Bahamas Air Operating Certificate (or via ICAO article 83bis agreement).

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: None

Priority Notice: YES

Public Registration: NO

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES

Cape Town: NO.

Survey Completed by
Name: Llewellyn V. Boyer-Cartwright, Attorney at Law

Company: Harley James Law 

Email: lbc@harleyjames.law

Phone Number: +1 (242) 327 7275

Address: 110 Lagoon Court | Island Lane | Sandyport | PO Box SP63858 | Nassau, The 

Bahamas

Bahrain
Registry: Bahrain Civil Aviation Affairs (BCAA)       Prefix: A9C-      Location: Asia      Country Status: Kingdom

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: EASA

Typical Structure: None.

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: There is no detailed law organising the mortgage of an aircraft. However, as per the Civil Aviation Law, the aircraft 

mortgage must be approved and registered with the BCAA in order to be effective 

Priority Notice: The registration of a right over the aircraft with the BCAA will automatically grant priority to the owner 

of such right from the date of registration of such right

Public Registration: NO 

Deregistration Power of Attorney: Although the deregistration power of attorney is not required by the BCAA, original notarised copy should be submitted to 

the BCAA

Cape Town: YES.

Survey Completed by
Name: Ahmed Rahmi

Company: Al Salam Advocates

Email: a.rahmy@alsalamadvocates.com

Phone Number: +973 773 34488

Address: Office 122, 9th Floor, Jeera 1 Tower, Seef Area, Manama, Bahrain

Bangladesh
Registry: Civil Aviation Authority, Bangladesh (CAAB)       Prefix: S2-      Location: Asia      Country Status:  Republic

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: The weighing procedure shall be as prescribed by the aircraft manufacturer or, if no specific procedure is prescribed for the aircraft type, 

the procedure specified in Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Advisory Circular AC or British Civil Aircraft Inspection Procedures or any other procedure 

acceptable to the chairman, shall be used.

Maximum Age: The design economic life / design service goal / design service objective of an aircraft’s life is 20 years and / or 60,000 landings / pressurisation 

cycles for the jet 

aircraft. This is to ensure that the aircraft does not have any problems of corrosion, fatigue, metal fatigue or cracks.

Aircraft Type Certificate: It is allotted to indicate the airworthiness of an aircraft manufacturing design. The certificate reproduces a determination made by 

the regulating body that the aircraft is manufactured according to a design which has been approved, and that the design ensures compliance with 

airworthiness requirements. So, this certificate can only be issued by the manufacturer of the aircraft. Bangladesh has not manufactured aircraft, so it cannot 

issue Aircraft Type Certificates as of today. However, it issues approval of the aircraft which has received Aircraft Type Certificates from its manufacturer so 

that it can be used in Bangladesh. 

Typical Structure: As per CAAB, a typical structure of aircrafts has not been defined. The structure will vary as per the use of the aircraft and so mentioning the 

details of a typical structure is inappropriate in the given context. 

Operation
Private Use: In Bangladesh, the operations of aircrafts are divided as commercial air transport, aerial work, and any other aviation operation, which is referred 

to as general aviation operation.   
General aviation operation is transportation for personal or corporate use where payment or promise of payment is made to the operator or owner of the 

aircraft / helicopter in respect of that flight. It is an on-demand carriage of persons and / or goods on payment or promise of payment by a commercial operator 

not as a scheduled or non-scheduled air carrier. 

Commercial air transport: This is a type of aviation operation by an operator in which an aircraft or helicopter is used for scheduled air services or non-

scheduled air services. It involves:    
(1) The carriage of passengers or cargo in the aircraft / helicopter in return for payment or the promise of payment to the operator of the aircraft / helicopter in 

respect of that flight   
(2) The carriage of persons other than persons employed by the operator as aircraft / helicopter crew members, where payment or promise of payment is made 

to the operator or the owner of the aircraft / helicopter in respect of that flight, except that if the purpose of the flight is flight instruction and the payment or 

promise of payment is made in respect of that instruction, the flight shall be regarded as general aviation operation.

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: As per the Civil Aviation Authority, Bangladesh, there are no specific restrictions imposed on mortgage. However, 

conditions may be imposed by financial institutions as per their bank policies. Also, as the governing law to determine the contractual aspects of the aircraft 

mortgage is the law of the contract, therefore, the parties are required to show that the law was agreed upon by the contracting parties, that it does not suffer 

from illegality, and that it is not against any public policy of Bangladesh.

Priority Notice: Not applicable

Public Registration: In Bangladesh, CAAB has one specific registration procedure and that is given below. To register an aircraft, an application for the 

registration has to be made in the specified form to the chairman of the CAAB, by or on behalf of a qualified person who is the owner of the aircraft; or, where 

the aircraft is the subject of a contract of hire or charter (including a hire- purchase agreement) the effect of which is that the control, maintenance and 

operation of the aircraft is, or is to be, vested in a party to the contract, that party. 

A ‘qualified person’ includes a citizen of Bangladesh or a body corporate established under any Bangladesh law for the time being in force; or a company 

registered in Bangladesh and carrying on business in Bangladesh; or a company registered elsewhere than in Bangladesh but having its principal place of 

business in Bangladesh, having as its chairman a citizen of Bangladesh; or a foreign company that has secured business or a contract in Bangladesh from the 

government that such business or contract is not, in the opinion of the chairman, likely to be completed in less than six months.   
When an aircraft is registered in the register of Bangladesh aircraft, the chairman shall issue a certificate of registration in the form adopted in pursuance of the 

convention in respect of the aircraft to a qualified person. 

Deregistration Power of Attorney: For any aircraft from Bangladesh, as well as from abroad, all the relevant documents including a document of deregistration 

of power of attorney must be submitted to the CAAB authority during registration of the aircraft in Bangladesh.

Cape Town: As of December 15th 2008, Bangladesh has ratified the Aircraft Protocol in the Cape Town Convention. However, as per Civil Aviation Authority, 

Bangladesh, the Protocol to the Cape Town Convention on matters specific to aircraft equipment is still not in force. 

Survey Completed by
Name: Al-Amin Rahman

Company: FM Associates

Email: alamin.rahman@fma.com.bd

Contributor: Sarjean Rahman Lian, s.rahman@fma.com.bd and Fariha Afroz, 

fariha.a@fmassociatesbd.com

Phone Number: +88 0171 306 1213 

Address: House No: 88, Road No. 10/1, Block: D, Niketan, Gulshan-1, Dhaka, Bangladesh

Barbados
Registry: Barbados Register of Civil Aircraft      Prefix: 8P-

Location: Caribbean      Country Status:  Sovereign island country

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: 

Large aircraft:

(1) Aeroplane: Maximum certified take-off mass of over 5,700 kg

(2) Helicopter: Maximum certified take-off mass of over 3,180 kg

Small aircraft: 

(1) Aeroplane: Maximum certified take-off mass of 5,700 kg or less

(2) Helicopter: Maximum certified take-off mass of 3,180 kg or less

Maximum Age: None 

Aircraft Type Certificate: Certificate of Airworthiness is issued by the Director of Civil Aviation

Typical Structure: Limited liability company or individual ownership.

Operation
Private Use: Civil Aviation (Aircraft Operations) Regulations 2007 and Civil Aviation (Airworthiness) Regulations, 2007

Commercial Air Transport: 

1 Civil Aviation (Air Operator Certification & Administration) Regulations 2007
2 Civil Aviation (Airworthiness) Regulations, 2007 
3 Civil Aviation (Instrument & Equipment) Regulations, 2007

4 Civil Aviation (Aircraft Operations) Regulations 2007.

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: A prerequisite for the creation in Barbados of a mortgage over an aircraft is the prior registration of the aircraft in 

Barbados Aircraft Register: Regulation 17(1), Civil Aviation (Registration of Aircraft & Aircraft Mortgages) Regulations 2007.

Priority Notice: A mortgage of an aircraft entered in the Register has priority over any mortgages or other charge on that aircraft, other than a mortgage 

entered in the Register (Regulation 25).

Public Registration: YES. Regulation 20 allows for the Inspection of any entry in the Register on application to the Director and on payment of the appropriate 

fee.

Deregistration Power of Attorney: NO

Cape Town: NO.

Survey Completed by
Name: Heather M Tull 

Company: David King & Co., Attorneys at law

Email: daveking@caribsurf.com

Phone Number: 1(246) 427 3174

Address: Belleville Corporate Centre, 38 Pine Road, Belleville, St Michael, Barbados

Bermuda
Registry: Bermuda Civil Aviation Authority      Prefix: VP-B/VQ-B

Location: Located in the Atlantic Ocean between the UK and the US
Country Status: United Kingdom Overseas Territory

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: NO

Maximum Age: NO

Aircraft Type Certificate: ANAC (Brazil), EASA, FAA and Transport Canada

Typical Structure: The registrant will typically be a company incorporated with limited liability.

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES. (The costs depend on the amount of the mortgage and range from $100 to $800)

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: The mortgage need not be governed by Bermuda law.  

Priority Notice: YES

Public Registration: YES

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES

Cape Town: YES. It came into effect on January 1st 2018.

Survey Completed by
Name: Thomas Dunstan, Director General

Company: Bermuda Civil Aviation Authority

Email: tdunstan@bcaa.bm

Phone Number: 1 441 293 1640

Address: Channel House, Suite 2, 12 Longfield Road, Southside, St. George’s, DD 03 

Bermuda

Brazil
Registry: Registro Aeronáutico Brasileiro – RAB      Prefix: PP- / PR- / PS- / PT- / PU-      

Location: South America       Country Status: Democratic Federative Republic

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: State of Design, to be validated by the Brazilian Civil Aviation National Agency

Typical Structure: Corporation / Limited liability

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: YES

Priority Notice: YES

Public Registration: YES

Deregistration Power of Attorney: Typically executed

Cape Town: YES.

Survey Completed by
Name: João Paulo Servera

Company: Veirano Advogados

Email: joao.servera@veirano.com.br

Phone Number: +55(11)2313-5911

Address: Av. Brigadeiro Faria Lima, 3477 – 16th floor, São Paulo – SP, 04538-133 – Brazil

Bulgaria
Registry: Civil Aircraft Register of Bulgaria (the ‘Aircraft Register’) with the Civil Aviation Administration (the CAA). Remote filings with the CAA are 

encouraged (through the Secure Electronic Delivery System inclusive). 
Prefix: LZ-      Location: Europe      Country Status: Republic

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None but airworthiness standards are to be met

Aircraft Type Certificate: EASA

Typical Structure: Limited liability company or joint stock company

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES, but under local law it is qualified as a pledge

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: Arguably the aircraft mortgage (or equivalent security interest) is to be governed by the law of the country of the aircraft 

registration. Hence, when Bulgaria is the country of registration, any foreign law mortgage (if created at will) is usually backed up by a Bulgarian law pledge.

Priority Notice: None

Public Registration: Yes, aircraft pledges are entered into the Aircraft Register. In comparison, certain pledges on spare engines are created by registration in a 

different public register, (namely the Central Register of Special Pledges) since interests in aircraft engines are not eligible to record into the Aircraft Register.

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES, but according to the prevailing legal views it is considered revocable 

Cape Town: NO.

Survey Completed by
Name: Anna Saeva

Company: Saeva & Partners

Email: anna.saeva@saeva-legal.com

Phone Number: +359 885 156 739

Cambodia
Registry: National Civil Aircraft Register of Cambodia, under the control of the State Secretariat of Civil Aviation (SSCA)

Prefix: VP-C      Location: Caribbean 

Country Status: Constitutional monarchy, parliamentary system, unitary state

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: Maximum weight provided for in the Certificate of Airworthiness for each aircraft

Maximum Age: N/A

Aircraft Type Certificate: Type Certificate (standard, restricted or special), Type Acceptance Certificate (standard, restricted or special) or Airworthiness 

Certificate (primary category, restricted category or amateur build category).

Typical Structure: Private Limited Company.

Operation
Private Use: YES, once the aircraft is registered with the SSCA

Commercial Air Transport: YES, once the aircraft is registered with the SSCA and the operator has obtained an Air Operator Certificate.

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES. Although under Cambodian law this would be qualified as registering a security interest on the aircraft (movable property) at the 

Secured Transactions Filing Office organised under the Ministry of Commerce

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: Any security over an aircraft registered in the Kingdom of Cambodia shall be governed by the laws of the Kingdom of 

Cambodia 

Priority Notice: YES

Public Registration: YES

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES

Cape Town: NO.

Survey Completed by
Name: Ly Tayseng

Company: HBS Law

Email: info@hbslaw.asia

Phone number: +855 85 555 777 / 16 555 777  

Fax number: +855(0)23 224 136

Address: IA Tower, 37th Floor, Sopheak Mongkul Rd, Diamond Island, Sangkat Tonle 

Basak, Khan Chamkar Mon, Phnom Penh, Cambodia, PO 120101. (www.hbslaw.asia).

Canada
Registry: Canadian Civil Aircraft Register maintained by Transport Canada Civil Aviation       
Prefix: C-      Location: North America       Country Status: Federal State

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: State of Design

Typical Structure: Canadian SPV (Corporate or Partnership)

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: To operate commercial services, the operator must obtain an air operator certificate and air carrier licence(s)

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: NO

Priority Notice: IR and/or provincial registry, as applicable

Public Registration: Yes (International Registry for Cape Town Convention aircraft objects; applicable provincial registry for all aircraft objects and non-Cape 

Town assets)

Deregistration Power of Attorney: Irrevocable Deregistration and Export Request Authorisation 

Cape Town: YES.

Survey Completed by
Name: Auriol Marasco

Company: Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP

Email: Auriol.marasco@blakes.com

Phone Number: 416-863-2788

Address: 199 Bay Street Suite 4000, Commerce Court West, Toronto, ON, M5L 1A9, 

Canada

China
Registry: Civil Aviation Administration of China       Prefix: B-      Location: Asia      Country Status: Republic

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: YES

Typical Structure: None

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: PRC

Priority Notice: YES

Public Registration: YES

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES (not registerable)

Cape Town: YES.

Survey Completed by
Name: Paul P. Jebely

Company: Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP

Email: paul.jebely@pillsburylaw.com

Phone Number: +852 3959 7503  |  m +852 6976 7873

Address: 26F, 46 Lyndhurst Terrace, Central District, Hong Kong

Columbia
Registry: Unidad Administrativa Especial de Aeronáutica Civil de Colombia (UAEAC)

Prefix: HK-      Location: Bogotá, D.C., Republic of Colombia      Country Status: Republic of Colombia

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: Aircraft with a MTOW over 363,000 kg must obtain prior consent from the UAEAC for import purposes.

Maximum Age: For commercial passenger aircraft there is a maximum age of 22 years. 
For a commercial passenger /cargo aircraft there is a maximum age of 40 years. 
For aircraft used for non-regular activities other than agricultural aviation there is a maximum age of 35 years.

For aircraft used in any other activity other than the ones above there are no maximum age restrictions provided the aircraft meets the airworthiness and 

operation criteria set out in Chapter II of the Colombian Aviation Regulations No. 4.

Aircraft Type Certificate: Accepted by the UAEAC from the state of manufacturer of the aircraft

Typical Structure: No specific requirements

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: After the accession of Colombia to the Cape Town Convention, mortgages over Colombian or foreign registered aircraft 

do not need to be subject to Colombian law in order to be recognised or enforceable in Colombia.  
Thus, the choice of foreign laws to govern a mortgage would be a valid choice of law in Colombia.   

Yet, if the mortgage is to be enforced in Colombia it might not be enforced as per its terms since there are no proceedings envisaged to this effect in Colombia. 

Therefore, Colombian law may be applied in this case.  

Mortgages in Colombia do not afford the secured lender any rights to take possession of the aircraft. The lender’s rights are limited to initiate legal proceedings 

to causing the aircraft to be sold in public auction through judicial proceedings and to be repaid with the proceeds of the sale or mortgagee may request in the 

judicial proceedings that the aircraft is awarded to it.

Priority Notice: None

Public Registration: An aircraft mortgage must be registered with the Aircraft Registry of the UAEAC to be valid and enforceable in Colombia. The Aircraft 

Registry is a public registry. 

Deregistration Power of Attorney: DPoAs are enforceable. IDERAs are not.

Cape Town: Colombia has ratified and brought into force the Cape Town Convention on International Interests in Mobile Equipment and the Protocol to the 

Convention on Matters Specific to Aircraft Equipment by means of Law 967 of 2005 and such Law was reviewed by the Constitutional Court through ruling C-

276-2006.The Cape Town Convention and the Aircraft Protocol are in force in Colombia since June 1st 2007.

Survey Completed by
Name: Bernardo Rodriguez Ossa

Company: Parra Rodriguez Abogados

Email: bernardo.rodriguez@pralaws.com

Phone Number: +57 1 376 4200

Address: Carrera 9 #74-08 Oficina 504, Bogotá D.C., 110221, Colombia

Costa Rica
Registry: Costa Rican Aeronautical Registry, National Registry       
Prefix: TI-      Location: Central America      Country Status: Republic

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: Aircraft Type Certificate, issued by manufacturer

Typical Structure: None

Operation
Private Use: YES, with incorporation of aircraft in the Aeronautical Registry

Commercial Air Transport: YES, with incorporation of aircraft in the Aeronautical Registry.

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: In general terms, the laws of the Republic of Costa Rica shall govern chattel mortgages on Costa Rican aircrafts. Local 

legislation regarding mortgages and aircraft include: the Commerce Code, Civil Code, Civil Procedures Code, Notarial Code, the General Law of Civil Aviation, 

the Regulations for the Operation of the Costa Rican Aeronautical Registry and the Regulations for the Organization of the Public Registry of Moveable 

Property. 

In Costa Rica it is widely accepted that the parties to any contract may choose any governing legislation, for execution and security purposes it is recommended 

for mortgages on Costa Rican aircraft to be governed by local legislation and to be dully registered within the Public Registry of Moveable Property.

Priority Notice: First in time, first in right.

Public Registration: YES, mortgage shall be agreed by the parties in a public deed before a public notary to be able to then proceed with registration within the 

Public Registry of Movable Property. 

Deregistration Power of Attorney: Yes. A mortgage may be discharged by agreement between the parties or by payment of the total amount outstanding. 

Discharge of the mortgage will also occur upon adjudication in the case of a foreclosure sale, upon the loss or destruction of the aircraft (in the absence of 

insurance), and upon expiration of the statute of limitations.  
For deregistration to take place, a document cancelling the mortgage must also be documented in a public deed certified by a Costa Rican public notary. 

Deregistration documents must be filed for registration at the Public Registry of Movable Property and at the Aircraft National Registry.

Cape Town: YES.

Survey Completed by
Name: Marco Solano

Company: Aguilar Castillo Love

Email: msg@aguilarcastillolove.com

Phone Number: +506 2201 8338

Address: Centro Corporativo Plaza Roble, Edificio El Pórtico, tercer piso, Escazú, San 

José, Costa Rica

Croatia
Registry: Croatian Civil Aircraft Register, maintained by the Croatian Civil Aviation Agency (CCAA)     

Prefix: 9A-      Location: Europe      Country Status: Republic, EU Member State

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None, but subject to airworthiness requirements

Aircraft Type Certificate: EASA

Typical Structure: limited liability company, company limited by shares 

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES, called pledge over aircraft.

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: The law of the country of registration shall be applied regarding ownership title and other rights in rem over the aircraft. 

Priority Notice: N/A. The priority of mortgages over aircraft is determined according to the date and hour that the CCAA received the request for registration 

of mortgage. Under Croatian law, it is possible to register the so-called ‘note on priority order’ before the mortgage has been created to keep the priority order 

in the Croatian Civil Aircraft Register. 

Public Registration: YES, in the Croatian Civil Aircraft Register

Deregistration Power of Attorney: Yes, but with limited effect because it can be revoked any time and it may be considered outdated due to lapse of certain 

period of time.

Cape Town: NO.

Survey Completed by
Name: Danijela Simeunović and Ana Novaković Stipaničev

Company: Kovaević Prpić Simeunović Law Firm LLC

Email: info@kps-law.com

Phone Number: +385 1 5576 575

Address: Šenoina 1Trg žrtava fašizma 6, 10 000 Zagreb, Croatia

Denmark
Registry: The Danish Nationality Register maintained by the Danish Civil Aviation and Railway Authority     

Prefix: OY-      Location: Europe       Country Status: Unitary State and EU Member State

Survey Completed by
Name: Morten Hans Jakobsen

Company: Gorrissen Federspiel

Email: mj@gorrissenfederspiel.com 
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Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: EASA

Typical Structure: If non-EU owner, then on lease to a Danish AOC holder

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: No restriction

Priority Notice: None

Public Registration: YES

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES, but it is not possible to register the Deregistration power of attorney with the Danish Nationality Register and it will 

automatically be revoked in case of the grantor’s bankruptcy. 

Cape Town: YES, since February 1st 2016.

Email: mj@gorrissenfederspiel.com 

Phone Number: +45 33 41 41 41

Address: Axeltorv 2, 1609 Copenhagen V, Denmark

Estonia
Registry: Aircraft Register of the Estonian Transport Administration (TRAM)       
Prefix: ES-      Location: Europe      Country Status: Republic

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: EASA

Typical Structure: For registration in the Estonian Aircraft Register, an application by the owner of aircraft or by a person authorised by the owner for the 

registration of aircraft together with the required documents shall be submitted to TRAM.      

An aircraft will be entered in the Aircraft Register on the basis of an application if:

1) The owner or operator of the aircraft is an Estonian citizen, a person holding a long-term residence permit or the right of permanent residence in Estonia, a 

legal person registered in Estonia, a local authority or the Estonian state 

2) The aircraft has a permit to fly, a certificate of airworthiness issued in Estonia, or a certificate of airworthiness issued by the competent authority of another 

state and recognised in Estonia 

3) The type of aircraft is either certified based on airworthiness requirements recognised in Estonia or recognised by the TRAM.

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: Mortgage shall be governed by Estonian law

Priority Notice: NO

Public Registration: YES

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES (not necessary for deregistration by the owner) 

Cape Town: NO.

Survey Completed by
Name: Karin Tartu

Company: Ellex Raidla Law Firm

Email: karin.tartu@ellex.ee

Phone Number: +372 53 408 247

Address: Roosikrantsi 2, Tallinn, 10119 Estonia

Finland
Registry: Finnish Traffic Register (maintained by Finnish Transport and Communications Agency (Traficom))      Prefix: OH-      Location: Europe       Country 

Status: Republic

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: EASA. In order to be used for aviation, the aircraft must have a certificate of airworthiness or a permit to fly. To obtain a certificate of 

airworthiness, the aircraft must be type certificated and meet the requirements of applicable aviation regulations. An aircraft imported from abroad will be 

issued with a certificate of airworthiness after it has been found airworthy. Furthermore, the aircraft must have an annual Airworthiness Review Certificate, 

ARC.

Typical Structure: Both natural persons and legal entities can be registered as owner of an aircraft provided, they have domicile in the European Economic 

Area. If the place of domicile is other than Finland, it is also required that the aircraft’s principal place of departure is in Finland. In that case, the owner, 

operator, or a possessor must also have a representative in Finland.  
For special reasons, Traficom may also register an aircraft with sufficient operational connection to Finland provided the owner, operator or possessor has a 

representative in Finland.

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES. Commercial flight operations include passenger, freight, and mail operations for income. Commercial flight operations using 

Finland as a home base of operations can only be performed with an AOC (Air Operator’s Certificate) from Traficom. In addition to this, the operator needs to 

have an operating license as well as a Certificate of Airworthiness, which includes the Airworthiness Review Certificate (ARC). The ARC may be granted by a 

continuing airworthiness management organisation or by Traficom. If the ARC review is performed by an authorised inspector, then the ARC is granted by 

Traficom.

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES, an aircraft registered in Finland can be mortgaged and used as collateral to a debt. The debt instruments used for aircraft mortgages 

are commonly bearer bonds, which are used a security. Confirmation of an aircraft mortgage must be applied for in writing using the form intended for the 

purpose. The mortgage may be applied for by the owner of the aircraft or by the creditor. If the creditor is applying for the mortgage, written acceptance from 

the owner is required. 
The mortgage application must uniquely identify the mortgage object and the monetary receivable(s) for the collateral of which the mortgage is confirmed. The 

application must include the capital amount, interest and any renewal and recovery fees. A confirmed aircraft mortgage remains valid for 10 years from the 

date of confirmation unless it is separately discharged. A valid aircraft mortgage can also be renewed, with the mortgage remaining valid for ten years from the 

date of renewal.

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: To be valid, mortgaging of an aircraft has to be conducted and registered in accordance with the Finnish provisions on 

aircraft mortgages, laid down in the Act on Aircraft Mortgages (211/1928, as amended) and the Vessel Mortgage Act (211/1927, as amended). A mortgage 

registered in another country is not valid in Finland.

Priority Notice: It is not possible to register an intention to file a mortgage.

The applications for registration are handled in the order of arrival. If mortgaging is applied for more than one debt, the desired order of priority must be 

indicated in the application.

Public Registration: YES. Traficom records a certification of the confirmation, renewal or discharge of an aircraft mortgage in both the debt instrument and the 

Traffic Register. The register is public and anyone has the right to receive information from the Register. 

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES. Discharge of an aircraft mortgage must be applied for in writing using the form intended for the purpose. The party 

who has the original bond in its possession may apply for discharge of a mortgage. Any power of attorney and other document (for example, an extract from the 

Register of Companies for foreign companies or associations), that indicates the signatory’s power to sign must be attached to the application, in addition to the 

original mortgaged bonds.

Cape Town: Finland has not ratified the Cape Town Convention, but the EU, which Finland is a member of, has acceded to it. 

Survey Completed by
Name: Ulla von Weissenberg

Company: Procopé & Hornborg Attorneys Ltd 

Email: ulla.weissenberg@procope.fi

Phone Number: +358 40 8205 732

Address: Eteläesplanadi 18, 00130 Helsinki, Finland

France
Registry: France       Prefix: F-      Location: Europe       Country Status: Sovereign state (republic)

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None, if the aircraft has a valid – or qualifies for a – certificate of airworthiness, but registration of older aircraft such as vintage aircraft may be 

assessed on a case-by-case basis (airworthiness requirements)

Aircraft Type Certificate: in accordance with EASA regulation

Typical Structure: No specific requirement, however owner must be an EU or EEA individual or corporation or, if outside of EU / EEA, the aircraft must be 

leased to a French AOC holder.

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: YES, mortgage should be governed by French law. Note in addition that the mortgagee should appoint a process agent in 

the territorial jurisdiction of the Evry courts.

Priority Notice: N/A

Public Registration: YES, French registry is publicly available

Deregistration Power of Attorney: N/A. Under French law, powers of attorney may be revoked at any time by the grantor. Moreover, the registry is a registry of 

title so the owner only has authority to de-register the aircraft. 

Cape Town: Signed but not ratified.

Survey Completed by
Name: Matthieu de Varax

Company: Odi-se Avocats

Email: mdevarax@odise.com

Phone Number: +33 1 79 35 07 50

Click here to learn more

Germany
Registry: Luftfahrzeugrolle (maintained by Luftfahrt Bundesamt LBA)      
Prefix: D-      Location: Europe       Country Status: Federal Republic

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: EASA

Typical Structure: Owner-Registry. Operator must be a European person or entity

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? Registered liens are possible. They are recorded on a separate registry. (Register für Pfandrechte an Luftfahrzeugen) at district court of 

Braunschweig (Amtsgericht Braunschweig)

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: German law

Priority Notice: YES 

Public Registration: YES 

Deregistration Power of Attorney: None

Cape Town: Signed but not ratified. 

Survey Completed by
Name: Kai Stucken

Company: DSC Business Aviation Law Rechtsanwaltsgesellschaft mbH

Email: kst@dsca-law.de

Phone Number: +49 640 6088 0

Address: Georgstr. 38, 30159 Hannover, Germany

Guernsey
Registry: 2-REG Guernsey Aircraft Registry       Prefix: 2-      

Location: Guernsey, Europe      Country Status: British Crown Dependency

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: No maximum weight restriction. Minimum weight restriction is 750kg.

Maximum Age: An aircraft where its State of Design type certificate or any variation relevant to the type registered is established as being more than 50 years 

old, or its production stopped at least 25 years ago.

Aircraft Type Certificate: EASA, FAA, ANAC, Transport Canada

Typical Structure: Body corporate, registration by individuals and unincorporated bodies is also permitted.

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: NO

Priority Notice: YES

Public Registration: YES

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES

Cape Town: YES.

Survey Completed by
Name: J. Polderman

Company: 2-REG Aircraft Registry

Email: info@2-reg.com

Phone Number: +44 (0) 330 828 0875

Address: Guernsey Airport, Airport Terminal Building, 

La Villiaze, Forest, Guernsey GY8 0DS

Hong Kong
Registry: The Civil Aviation Department (CAD)      Prefix: B-H, B-K, B-L      

Location: Asia       Country Status: Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: Any aircraft other than ‘small aircraft’ (ie. aircraft weighing not more than 7kg without its fuel) can be registered.

Maximum age restrictions: None, as long as a certificate of airworthiness in respect of the aircraft has been issued and is in force. 

Aircraft type certificate: The CAD can issue type certificates subject to specific requirements. The CAD accepts and validates a certification approval granted 

by the Authority of the State of Design ‘as far as possible’. For aircraft type certificates issued by the EJAA, EASA or FAA, the director-general of the CAD 

accepts that they are comply with the basic requirements of the Hong Kong airworthiness standards.

Typical structure: Ownership through special purpose company. The persons entitled to hold a legal or beneficial interest in aircraft in Hong Kong comprise (i) 

the mainland Chinese government or the Hong Kong government; (ii) Chinese citizens; (iii) Hong Kong permanent residents; or (iv) bodies incorporated in Hong 

Kong or other parts of the People’s Republic of China and having their principal place of business in Hong Kong or in other parts of China.

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: Hong Kong does not maintain a register of aircraft mortgages or charges. Information about legal ownership, demise 

charter agreement, mortgages and charges are required at the time of registering the aircraft. If the mortgagor is (i) a company incorporated in Hong Kong or (ii) 

a company having a place of business in Hong Kong and, as a generally accepted principle, the aircraft is registered in Hong Kong, an aircraft mortgage must be 

registered with the Companies Registry, subject to specific conditions, under the new Companies Ordinance. If the mortgagor is an individual, the aircraft 

mortgage must be registered as a bill of sale under the Bills of Sale Ordinance.

Priority Notice: There is no register of aircraft mortgages in Hong Kong. Priority of aircraft mortgages will (i) be determined in accordance with the common 

law rules governing priority of mortgages and charges; (ii) depend on the type of mortgage, whether legal or equitable. Legal mortgages will have priority over 

earlier equitable encumbrances if the legal interest was acquired bona fide, for value and without notice of the previous equitable interests. Legal and equitable 

mortgages will rank inter se based on the order in which they were created.

Public Registration: There is no register of aircraft mortgages in Hong Kong 

Deregistration Power of Attorney: Deregistration powers of attorney are frequently issued but it is in the CAD’s 

discretion to decide whether an aircraft can be deregistered merely based on a deregistration power of attorney. 

Cape Town: Not yet ratified.

Survey Completed by
Name: Paul P. Jebely

Company: Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP

Email: paul.jebely@pillsburylaw.com

Phone Number: +852.3959.7503  |  m +852.6976.7873

Address: 26F, 46 Lyndhurst Terrace, Central District, Hong Kong

Hungary
Registry: Hungarian Aircraft Registry (owner registry, registration of, among others, owner, operator and mortgage)  
Prefix: HA-      Location: Europe      Country Status: Republic; EU Member State 

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: N/A

Maximum Age: N/A

Aircraft Type Certificate: Required.

Typical Structure: N/A.

Operation
Private Use: YES. Leasing and maintenance service require separate licence

Commercial Air Transport: YES. Air Operator Certificate required. Leasing requires separate licence. Acquisition of aircraft used primarily in international 

transport may be exempt from VAT. 

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES, mortgage is possible. Mortgage over airframe is registered in the Hungarian Aircraft Registry. Mortgage over engines is registered in 

the Hungarian Security Interest Register.

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: YES. Hungarian law shall govern to be recognised and enforced by Hungarian courts. 

Priority Notice: NO. Third parties rely on authentic registries as to priority ranking. 

Public Registration: YES. Required to perfect the mortgage.

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES. Common practice to file with the Hungarian Aviation Authority. Not registered. 

Cape Town: NO.

Survey Completed by
Name: Szabolcs Mestyán, Nóra Kertai

Company: Lakatos, Köves and Partners Law Firm 

Email: szabolcs.mestyan@lakatoskoves.hu, nora.kertai@lakatoskoves.hu

Phone Number: +361 42 91300

Address: H-1075 Budapest, Madách Imre út 14., Hungary

Indonesia
Registry: Owner registry      Prefix: PK-      Location: South East Asia      Country Status: Republic

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: YES, depending on aircraft weight categories

Aircraft Category, Firstly registered and operated in Indonesia

Passenger transport maximum age: 20 years 
Non-passenger transport: 25 years

Transport, and non-transport for cargo (freighter): According to aircraft flight hour and / or flight cycle according to manufacturer’s provision 
Helicopter: 25 years.

Aircraft Category, In operation
Passenger transport maximum age: According to aircraft flight hour and / or flight cycle according to manufacturer’s provision. 
Non-passenger transport: According to aircraft flight hour and / or flight cycle according to manufacturer’s provision.

Transport, and non-transport for cargo (freighter): According to aircraft flight hour and / or flight cycle according to manufacturer’s provision. 
Helicopter: According to aircraft flight hour and / or flight cycle according to manufacturer’s provision.
Aircraft type certificate: Available. Prerequisite to issuance of Certificate of Airworthiness. Typical structure: None.

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? Aircraft mortgage is not applicable due to the absence of implementing regulation for the aircraft mortgage as required by the Aviation 

Law.

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: None

Priority Notice: None 

Public Registration: None. Any information regarding registration must be put through the Directorate General of Civil Aviation as the registrar. The registry is 

maintained by them.

Deregistration Power of Attorney: Available as accorded by Irrevocable Deregistration and Export Request Authority (IDERA).

Cape Town: Ratified and enforceable in Indonesia since 20 February 2007 with Presidential Decree No. 8 of 2007.

Survey Completed by
Name: Afriyan Rachmad

Email: afriyan.rachmad@zicolaw.com

Name: Louise Patricia Esmeralda

Email: louise.patricia@zicolaw.com

Phone Number: +6221 2978 3888

Address: The Energy, 32nd Floor, SCBD Lot 11A , Jl. Jendral Sudirman Kav. 52-53, Jakarta 

Selatan, Indonesia 12190

Iran
Registry: Civil Aviation Organization (of Iran) (CAO) which is affiliated with Ministry of Roads & Transportation

Prefix: EP-      Location: Asia      Country Status: (Islamic) Republic

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: Air Operation Certificate (AOC)

Typical Structure: Corporate.

Operation
Private Use: YES. (Basically ultra-light aircraft).

Commercial Air Transport: YES.

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES. 

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: NO

Priority Notice: YES, but this will need to be processed through courts of law with the CAO to be advised for more information and not a regulatory body.  

Public Registration: Through the aircraft register maintained by CAO

Deregistration Power of Attorney: Not mandatory

Cape Town: YES.

Survey Completed by
Name: Dr Hassan Amirshahi 

Company: Law offices of Dr Hassan Amirshahi & Associates

Email: info@amishahilaw.com

Phone Number: +982 1 88 31 96 72

Address: 30 Magnolia Alley, Qaem Maqam Street, Tehran 1588613917, Iran

Ireland
Registry: The Irish Aviation Authority (IAA)      Regulator: The IAA and The Commission for Aviation Regulation (soon to be combined with the IAA)

Prefix: EI- & EJ- (for commercial and executive jets respectively)      Location: Europe       Country Status: Republic state

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: IAA (EASA)

Typical Structure: Limited company / special purpose vehicle with limited liability.

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? On the International Registry 

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: None

Priority Notice: On the International Registry

Public Registration: YES

Deregistration Power of Attorney: IDERA under the Cape Town Convention

Cape Town: YES. Ireland is host (Aviareto).

Survey Completed by
Name: Aoife O’Sullivan, Partner 

Company: The Air Law Firm LLP 

Email: aosullivan@theairlawfirm.com

Phone Number: +44 (0)770 9432350

Isle of Man
Registry: Isle of Man Aircraft Registry       Prefix: M-      Location: Isle of Man      Country Status: A Crown Dependency of the United Kingdom

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: Business jets of 5,700kg Maximum Take-off Mass (MTOM) and above or twin turbine helicopters. Aircraft between 2,730kg and 5,700kg 

may be considered for registration if supported by significant economic benefit to the Isle of Man. There is no MTOM restriction for aircraft registered for 

residents of the Isle of Man.

Maximum Age: No age restrictions

Aircraft Type Certificate: Type Certificates (and Supplementary Type Certificates) issued by Canada, USA, Brazil, EASA or its member states

Typical Structure: Limited companies.

Are there age restrictions? None.

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: NO

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: Mortgaging of Aircraft Order 1972 as applied to the Isle of Man

Priority Notice: YES

Public Registration: YES

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES

Cape Town: Yes. This came into effect on January 1st 2018. 

Survey Completed by
Name: Simon Williams

Company: Isle of Man CAA and Aircraft Registry

Email: aircraft@gov.im

Phone Number: +44 1624 682358

Address: Isle of Man Aircraft Registry, Ground Floor, Viscount House, Ronaldsway 

Airport, Ballasalla, Isle of Man

Israel
Registry: The Civil Aviation Authority of Israel (CAAI)       Prefix: 4X-      Location: Middle East       Country Status: Sovereign State

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: YES

Typical Structure: None

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: Subject to restrictions as per the fourth chapter of the Aviation Regulations (Aircraft Registration and Marking), 5734-

1973

Priority Notice: NO

Public Registration: Yes, with the Registrar of Pledges Unit of the Israeli Corporations Authority and the CAAI.

Deregistration Power of Attorney: Original, notarised and apostilled copy to be submitted.

Cape Town: NO.

Survey Completed by
Name: Ilan Winder & Omer Guy

Company: Naschitz, Brandes, Amir & Co., Advocates

Email: ilanwinder@nblaw.com 

oguy@nblaw.com

Phone Number: +972 3 6235000

Address: 5 Tuval St. Tel-Aviv 6789717, Israel

Italy
Registry: ENAC (Ente Nazionale per l’Aviazione Civile – Italian Civil Aviation Authority)    

Prefix: I-      Location: Europe      Country Status: Republic

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: Historic aircraft are those manufactured before 1975

Aircraft Type Certificate: EASA

Typical Structure: Limited liability company or joint 

stock company.

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: Notarised mortgage deed required

Priority Notice: NO

Public Registration: NO (but title and lien search available) 

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES (But self-help remedies are not available)

Cape Town: NO (Italy has not ratified the Cape Town Convention).

Survey Completed by
Name: Laura Pierallini, Francesco Grassetti

Company: Pierallini Studio Legale

Email: l.pierallini@pierallini.it 

f.grassetti@pierallini.it

Phone Number: +39 06 8841713

Address: Rome office: Viale Liegi, 28; 00198 – Rome, Italy

Milan office: Piazza Castello, 26 ; 20121 – Milan, Italy

Japan
Registry: Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport – Civil Aviation Bureau (JCAB)   

Prefix: JA-      Location: Asia      Country Status: Unitary State

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: FAA/EASA

Typical Structure: Limited liability Company

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES 

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: All aircraft operating in Japan must be registered with the JCAB and will attract Japanese nationality. Similarly, all 

mortgages of such aircraft must be governed by Japanese law. A foreign law mortgage will be unenforceable. 

Priority Notice: NO

Public Registration: Mortgages over aircraft must be registered with the JCAB

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES. But the deregistration power of attorney must be dated within three months prior to the application for 

deregistration, and additional supporting documents from the owner are required (such as its commercial register and seal certificate each dated within three 

months of the date of deregistration). 

Cape Town: Japan has not ratified the Cape Town Convention.

Survey Completed by
Name: Paul P. Jebely

Company: Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP

Email: paul.jebely@pillsburylaw.com

Phone Number: +852 3959 7503  |  m: +85 26976 7873 

Address: 26F, 46 Lyndhurst Terrace, Central District, Hong Kong

Jersey
Registry: Jersey Aircraft Registry       Prefix: ZJ-      Location: Europe      
Country Status: British Crown Dependency (not part of United Kingdom)

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: USA (FAA), Canada (Transport Canada), states represented by EASA. Registry may consider others. Registration of aircraft engines 

(including commercial aircraft engines) also permitted.

Typical Structure: Body corporate. Registration by individuals and unincorporated bodies is permitted. Only bodies corporate and individuals resident in 

Jersey, a Commonwealth country, Guernsey, Isle of Man, an EEA country or Switzerland may register aircraft on the JAR (no equivalent restriction for aircraft 

engines).

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: NO (including aerial work). Exceptions for aerial work where consideration consists only of remuneration for the services of the 

pilot and transfer of functions under Article 83(bis) of the Chicago Convention.

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES. Available for both aircraft and aircraft engines (including commercial aircraft engines).

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: None

Priority Notice: YES. Available for both aircraft and aircraft engines (including commercial aircraft engines).

Public Registration: YES. Available for both aircraft and aircraft engines (including commercial aircraft engines).

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES

Cape Town: NO. But government has expressed an intention to give effect to the Cape Town Convention (timing TBC).

Survey Completed by
Name: James Willmott and Peter German

Company: Carey Olsen Jersey LLP

Email: james.willmott@careyolsen.com peter.german@careyolsen.com

Phone Number: +44 (0)1534 822 307, +44 (0)1534 822 372

Address: 47 Esplanade, St Helier, Jersey JE1 0BD, Channel Islands

Jordan
Registry: Aircraft National Register maintained with the Civil Aviation Regulatory Commission

Prefix: JY-      Location: Middle East      Country Status: Constitutional monarchy with elected parliament

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: 

• No more than 20 years since the year of manufacture for aircraft certified for cargo operations
• No more than 15 years since the year of manufacture for other aircraft.

Aircraft Type Certificate: FAA, ANAC, TCCA, EASA. The Civil Aviation Regulatory Commission may consider other country issued type certificates if the type 

certificate has been issued by the competent authority of that state based on a comprehensive airworthiness code established by the state, and the established 

code is in compliance with the applicable standards of Annex 8 to the Chicago Convention.

Typical Structure: Body corporate. Registration by individuals is permitted. 

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES, provided that the operator procures an Air Operator Certificate.

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: Mortgage of an aircraft must be registered at the Aircraft National Register

Priority Notice: None

Public Registration: YES

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES, in addition to IDERAs in accordance with the Cape Town Convention

Cape Town: YES.

Survey Completed by
Name: Khaled Asfour

Company: Ali Sharif Zu’bi Advocates and Legal Consultants

Email: khaled.asfour@zubilaw.com

Phone Number: + 962 79 841 5555

Address: 14 Ibn Al-Faredh Street, near Jordan Hospital, Amman, Jordan

Kenya
Registry: Kenya Civil Aviation Authority      Prefix: 5Y-      Location: Africa      Country Status: Republic

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None 

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: FAA, EASA, TCCA, ANAC, UK CAA

Survey Completed by
Name: Suzanne Muthaura & Christopher Kiragu

Company: MMAN Advocates

Email: smuthaura@mman.co.ke & ckiragu@mman.co.ke

Phone number: +254 20 259 69 94  

Address: 1st Floor, Wing B, Capitol Hill Square, off Chyulu Road, Upper Hill, Nairobi, 

Kenya



Typical Structure: Limited liability company.

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES 

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: NO

Priority Notice: YES, if it has been registered under Cape Town

Public Registration: Other than registration of international interests under Cape Town, Kenya does not have a dedicated register for aircraft mortgages. A 

mortgage may nonetheless be registered at the Companies Registry if created by a Kenyan company, but it is no longer mandatory for ensuring priority in view 

of Cape Town.

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES

Cape Town: YES.

Latvia
Registry: The Civil Aviation Agency of Latvia (CAA)

Prefix: YL-      Location: Europe      Country Status: Republic

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: Fixed form certificate issued in a hard-copy paper form.

Typical Structure: Certificate contains, inter alia, data on nationality and registration marks, manufacturer and manufacturer’s designation of aircraft, aircraft 

serial number, aircraft owner, lessee, information on authority, and basis for issuance of certificate. 

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES 

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: Latvian law (the Commercial Pledge Law) for aircraft registered in Latvia.

Priority Notice: YES, priority can be set in the registered aircraft pledge (mortgage) based on the Commercial Pledge Law.

Public Registration: YES, the commercial pledge record over aircraft is a public record. 

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES

Cape Town: Latvia acceded to the Cape Town Convention and its Protocol on February 8th 2011; the Convention and its Protocol (Protocol to the Convention 

on International Interests in Mobile Equipment on Matters specific to Aircraft Equipment) entered into force with respect to Latvia on June 1st 2011. 

Survey Completed by
Name: Valters Diure

Company: Law firm ZAB Ellex Klavins

Email: valters.diure@ellex.lv

Phone Number: +371 67814848

Address: K.Valdemara 62, Riga, LV1013, Latvia

Lithuania
Registry: Civil Aircraft Registry of the Republic of Lithuania       
Prefix: LY-      Location: Europe      Country Status: Republic

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: NO

Maximum Age: NO

Aircraft Type Certificate: EASA

Typical Structure: UAB (i.e. LLC).

Operation
Private Use: YES, subject to regulatory obligations 

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES 

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: NO

Priority Notice: YES 

Public Registration: YES 

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES (but not IDERA)

Cape Town: Not a signatory but covered by EU accession. 

Survey Completed by
Name: Giedrius Stasevicius

Company: Ellex Valiunas

Email: giedrius.stasevicius@ellex.lt

Phone Number: +370 5 2681847

Address: Jogailos st. 9, 01116 Vilnius, Lithuania

Luxembourg
Registry: Direction de l’Aviation Civile (DAC)       
Prefix: LX-      Location: Europe       Country Status: Sovereign State (Grand-Duchy)

Aircraft
Aircraft with a maximum take-off weight of more than 5,700kg are mandatorily registered in the Luxembourg aircraft register (registre des hypothèques 

aériennes) held with the Bureau de la Conservation des hypothèques aériennes. 

Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None, if the aircraft fulfils airworthiness requirements determined by EASA and DAC

Aircraft Type Certificate: EASA

Typical Structure: None. The aircraft must be owned by EU individuals residing in Luxembourg or by a Luxembourg company held or managed by EU 

individuals. Such requirements do not apply where the aircraft is under commercial operation by a Luxembourg AOC holder.

Operation
Private Use: YES, subject to regulatory obligations

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES 

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: YES

Priority Notice: YES 

Public Registration: YES 

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES

Cape Town: YES. 

Survey Completed by
Name: Morgane Imgrund

Company: Novalaw-GJP

Email: morgane.imgrund@novalaw-gjp.lu

Phone Number: +352 26 26 43 1

Address: 10, Boulevard Royal, L-2449 Luxembourg

Malaysia
Registry: Civil Aviation Authority of Malaysia (CAAM)       Prefix: 9M-      Location: Asia      Country Status: Sovereign State

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: CAAM may issue aircraft type certificate. It may also validate aircraft type certificate issued by FAA, EASA or any equivalent 

certifying authority familiar to CAAM.

Typical Structure: Owner based registry with non-citizen owned aircraft having to be leased to a citizen (individual or company) to qualify for registration with 

CAAM. 

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES 

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: None

Priority Notice: YES, with CAAM and the International Registry

Public Registration: Yes, with CAAM and the International Registry

Deregistration Power of Attorney: Yes, the deregistration power of attorney document must be duly stamped and registered with the Courts in Malaysia. 

Cape Town: YES. 

Survey Completed by
Name: Chong Kok Seng, Partner

Company: Raja, Darryl & Loh

Email: kokseng@rdl.com.my

Phone Number: +603 2632 9999

Address: Level 26, Menara Hong Leong, No. 6, Jalan Damanlela, Pusat Damansara 50490 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Maldives
Registry: Maldives Civil Aviation Authority      Prefix: CAA-      Location: Asia      Country Status: Unitary state

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: Foreign Type Certificates are accepted on validation

Typical Structure: Natural or legal person. 

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES 

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: NO

Priority Notice: None 

Public Registration: YES 

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES

Cape Town: NO.

Survey Completed by
Name: Ahmed Murad

Company: Mazlan & Murad Law Associates

Email: murad@mmlawassociates.com

Phone Number: +960 7787675

Address: No. 2-C, Faamudheyrige Building, Male’, Maldives

Mauritius
Registry: Department of Civil Aviation       Prefix: 3B-      Location: Africa      Country Status: Repubic

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: NO

Maximum Age: NO, subject to compliance with airworthiness requirements

Aircraft Type Certificate: Type certificates from reputed airworthiness authorities such as EASA / FAA /Transport Canada are normally accepted

Typical Structure: Company limited by shares (coupled with a Global Business Licence to benefit from a tax favourable regime, where so required).

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: NO

Priority Notice: NO

Public Registration: YES, the Register of Aircraft held by the Department of Civil Aviation and the Register of Aircraft Mortgages held by the Conservator of 

Mortgages

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES

Cape Town: NO.

Survey Completed by
Name: Vincent Chong Leung

Company: GlobaLex Chambers

Email: vincent@globalexchambers.com

Phone Number: +230 212 2288

Address: 201 Sterling House, 9-11 Lislet Geoffroy Street, Port Louis, Mauritius 

Mexico
Registry: Registro Aeronáutico Mexicano ‘Mexican Aeronautic Registry’   
Prefix: XA- for commercial aircraft, XB- for private aircraft, and XC- for government and military aircraft 

Location: North America      Country Status: Federal Republic

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: NO

Maximum Age: NO

Aircraft Type Certificate: Certificate validated and granted by the Mexican authority (Agencia Federal de Aviación Civil)

Typical Structure: Operator registry in which property rights may be registered in favour of the owner company, trust or legal entity.

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES, and like all documents filed before the registry, they must be notarised, apostilled and duly translated by a certified translator if 

written and / or granted in a foreign language and / or jurisdiction

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: NO

Priority Notice: Not available at the Mexican Aeronautic Registry, however priority notices are available at the International Registry

Public Registration: YES

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES, but no self-help remedies allowed

Cape Town: YES, however, Mexico ratified Alternative B, therefore IDERAs are not valid in the jurisdiction and all Cape Town remedies must be enforced before 

court. 

Survey Completed by
Name: Carlos Sierra and Miguel Ruelas

Company: Abogados Sierra

Email: csierra@asyv.com; mruelas@asyv.com

Phone Number: +52 55 5292 7814

Address: Prolongación Reforma 1190, Piso 25, Torre B, Santa Fe, Mexico City

Nepal
Registry: Civil Aviation Authority of Nepal Aircraft Register       
Prefix: 9N-      Location: Asia      Country Status: Independent Federal Democratic Republic

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: NO

Maximum Age: 

For Import: 
1) Pressurised aircraft – no more than 15 years or completed 75% of its design economic life or 45,000 pressurisation cycles, whichever is earlier 
2) Non-pressurised aircraft – no more than 20 years. 
For operation: Maximum age for operation is not specified. But operation of an aircraft that has reached more than half its economic design life shall depend 

upon the results of a structural integrity programme. 

Aircraft Type Certificate: 

(a) A type certificate issued by the EASA    
(b) A type certificate issued by the FAA    
(c) A type certificate accepted by EASA    
(d) A type certificate accepted by FAA    
(e) A type certificate issued by an ICAO Contracting State Authority other than above, if the Design Approval Holder of the product can effectively demonstrate 

to be equivalent to (a) or (b) above, to the satisfaction of the director general. 

Typical Structure: Private or public limited company

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: Mortgage shall have to be executed in accordance with Nepal law for any party to obtain legal remedy in Nepal.

Priority Notice: YES

Public Registration: YES

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES

Cape Town: NO.

Survey Completed by
Name: Shirshak Ghimire

Company: Pradhan & Associates Pvt. Ltd

Email: sghimire@pradhanlaw.com

Phone Number: +977 1 555 1900 | 552 0220 | 555 0063

Address: Maitri Marg, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

Nigeria
Registry: Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority (NCAA) The NCAA is the regulatory body for aviation in Nigeria. The Civil Aviation Act 2006 (the ‘Act’) provides for 

the regulation of civil aviation, establishment of the NCAA and related matters. The Act not only empowers the NCAA to regulate aviation safety without 

political interference, but also to carry out oversight functions of airports, airspace, meteorological services, etc. as well as economic regulations of the aviation 

industry. The NCAA is responsible for the registration of aircraft. The owner, operator or anyone who has an interest in an aircraft may apply to register it at the 

Aircraft Registry. The NCAA is referred to as an operator registry.

Prefix: 5N-     Location: Africa      Country Status: Federal Republic

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: Not applicable. The aircraft must, however, be within the prescribed age limit and must be airworthy.

Maximum Age: 

Where an aircraft is more than 22 years and registered under the law of any other state, it will not be registered at the NCAA, unless it is used for general 

aviation purpose, to wit, any other purpose apart from commercial air transport operation or aerial work operation 

Aircraft Type Certificate: An aircraft type acceptance certificate is typically issued by NCAA and where:
The type certificate was issued based on an airworthiness code recognised by the NCAA 
The design, materials, construction, performance and maintenance of aircraft or aircraft component technical evaluation against a recognised airworthiness 

code has been carried out by the NCAA and has been found to meet the required standards of the recognised airworthiness code or has complied with any 

recommendations required by the NCAA; or upon acceptance of the type certificate by the NCAA, the NCAA may, prior to issue of standard or special 

certificate of airworthiness, require the applicant to comply with the additional requirements as prescribed by the NCAA.

Typical Structure: Corporate entity or individual ownership. An aircraft is eligible for registration in Nigeria if it is owned by (i) a citizen of Nigeria; (ii) an 

individual citizen of another state who is lawfully admitted for permanent residence in Nigeria; (iii) a corporation lawfully organised and doing business under 

the laws of Nigeria and the aircraft is based and primarily used in Nigeria; (iv) a government entity of Nigeria or political subdivision thereof; or (v) a foreign 

person who has leased the aircraft to one of the persons described in (i)-(iv) above. 

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES.

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES, it is possible to create a mortgage over an aircraft operated in Nigeria.

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: There are no restrictions regarding the law governing a mortgage. The applicable law will usually be that which is 

expressly stipulated or impliedly agreed upon by the parties to the mortgage. Failing such agreement, the system of law with which the transaction has its 

closest and most real connection will be applicable.

Priority Notice: Not applicable. However, under Nigerian law, the registration of the mortgage will secure priority for the mortgagee over all unregistered and 

subsequently registered charges and interests. Consequently, the time and date of registration will be a decisive factor in determining priority.

Public Registration: The aircraft mortgage may be registered at the NCAA, as the NCAA is obliged to maintain a register of aircraft mortgages. A copy of the 

mortgage is kept in the Aircraft Register and the Certificate of Registration file. Any mortgage (or any other encumbrance) created over a Nigerian registered 

aircraft must be registered with the NCAA to constitute effective notice to third parties. The register for aircraft mortgages is different from the aircraft 

register.  

Regarding the registration of an aircraft mortgage, the application must be in writing, addressed to the director-general of the NCAA accompanied by such 

particulars (that is duly stamped and endorsed deed of mortgage which shows the particulars of the aircraft such as the type, registration mark(s) and serial 

number, and proof of payment of the statutory fees) as the NCAA may require to determine whether registration should be permitted.

Deregistration Power of Attorney: Nigeria is a party to both the Cape Town Convention on International Interests in Mobile Equipment and the Protocol to the 

Convention on International Interests in Mobile Equipment on Matters Specific to Aircraft Equipment (‘Cape Town Convention and Aircraft Protocol’) and has 

lodged declarations accordingly. Consequently, the Irrevocable Deregistration and Export Request Authorisation (IDERA) is applicable.  

Although, the NCAA shall deregister an aircraft if a holder of a valid deregistration power of attorney (DPoA) applies to the NCAA for deregistration, the IDERA 

supersedes a DPoA. Nevertheless, where a DPoA was obtained from the lessee before Nigeria became a party to the Cape Town Convention and the Aircraft 

Protocol, the DPoA will suffice. It is, however, advisable for the lessor to also obtain an IDERA.  

It may be pertinent to add that, in practice, typically both the DPoA and IDERA are filed with the NCAA.

Cape Town: Nigeria ratified the Cape Town Convention and Aircraft Protocol on December 16th 2003. On November 15th 2006, the Act was signed into law 

effectively domesticating the Cape Town Convention and Aircraft Protocol as part of the laws of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. 

Survey Completed by
Name: Patrick A. Osu and Kate I. Onianwa

Company: Ajumogobia & Okeke

Email: posu@ajumogobiaokeke.com & konianwa@ajumogobiaokeke.com

Phone Number: +234 1 2711324

Address: 2nd Floor, Sterling Towers, 20 Marina, Lagos, Nigeria

Panama
Registry: Panama      Prefix: HP-      Location: Central America      Country Status: Republic

Aircraft
Aircraft which may be registered in Panama include: 

(a) Aircraft owned by the government of Panama

(b) Aircraft involved in public transportation or carrying out remunerated aircraft operations which are owned or operated by Panamanian nationals, be they 

natural or juridical persons, legally authorised to operate

(c) Aircraft involved in private operations which are owned or operated in Panama by Panamanian nationals or foreigners, be they natural or juridical persons.

There are two systems of aircraft registration in the Republic of Panama. The Civil Aeronautics Authority (Autoridad Aeronáutica Civil) maintains an 

administrative registry of aircraft in Panama by means of the National Aeronautical Registry. In addition, there is an aeronautical section at the Public Registry 

Office, wherein all matters concerning the juridical status of aircraft are registered; namely proof of ownership, leases and encumbrances on aircraft etc to 

make them effective against third parties.

Weight restrictions: Weight restrictions will depend on the aircraft capacity, fuel, flight 

Maximum age: Maximum age requirements are not specifically addressed. Proper maintenance is required

Aircraft type certificate: Certificates such as those of the United States and European Union are recognised

Typical structure: Not specifically addressed in our regulations.

Operation
Private Use: Private registration and use of aircraft is allowed, subject to obtaining the required operation certificates and permits from the Civil Aeronautics 

Authority

Commercial Air Transport: Commercial air transport has nationality restrictions in terms of company ownership. A commercial exploitation permit for public 

air transport, issued by the Civil Aeronautics Authority, is required, as well as an operation certificate.

Finance
Mortgage Possible? Law No.21 of 2003 expressly contemplates the possibility of granting a mortgage over an aircraft as a whole or covering parts only its spare 

parts, and the Law on Mortgages on Movable Goods further allows the sale thereof with retention of title. Mortgages in respect of aircraft must be registered in 

the Aeronautical section of the Public Registry Office. 

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: There are no limits to the types of obligations that may be secured so long as these are lawful obligations, nor as to who 

may be a mortgagee.

Priority Notice: According to the Aeronautical Law, a credit secured by an aircraft mortgage will have priority over any other credit except for the national 

taxes that fall upon an aircraft.

Nonetheless, Panama has acceded to the 1948 Geneva Convention on International Recognition of Rights in Aircraft. This Convention imposes as compulsory 

liens the following:

(a) Indemnification for assistance to, or salvage of, the aircraft

(b) Other expenses which are indispensable for the conservation of the aircraft. These liens have priority over all other liens or credits, including the aircraft 

mortgage.   

Bearing in mind that ACC has the obligation to respect all international treaties and agreements to which Panama has acceded to, this clearly creates a conflict 

of laws which will have to be resolved by the Panamanian Judicial Branch once a case of this nature is presented.

Public Registration: A mortgage on an aircraft must be granted by public instrument in the Spanish language whenever the obligations secured are in excess of 

B./20,000.00 and must be registered at the Public Registry Office to affect third parties. Aircraft mortgages can also be filed at the National Aeronautical 

Registry. This filing, however, only serves as a notice to third parties. Thus, it will have no legal effects on the rights of the mortgagee. Apart from the registration 

of the mortgage as stated above no other registration or consents are required.

Deregistration Power of Attorney: Deregistration powers of attorney are available and effective in Panama. 

Cape Town: Panama has also ratified the 2001 Cape Town Convention on International Interests in Mobile Equipment and its Protocols on Matters Specific to 

Aircraft Equipment, but with declarations under parts 39, 50, 53 and 54(2).

Survey Completed by
Name: Khatiya Asvat

Company: Patton, Moreno & Asvat

Email: kasvat@pmalawyers.com

Pakistan
Registry: Pakistan Civil Aviation Authority 

Prefix: PCAA-      Location: Asia      Country Status: Islamic republic of Pakistan

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: We understand from the PCAA that there is no aircraft restriction as such, provided that the relevant aircraft complies with the guidelines 

/ manuals of its manufacturer

Maximum Age: The aircraft age / life limits as per National Aviation Policy 2019 shall be as follows:RPT: Calendar age of all aircraft, used as passenger transport 

for scheduled / non-scheduled passenger-carrying services (RPT), shall not be more than 18 years at the time of induction with minimum of 35% remaining 

operational life initially defined by the Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM). Operational life expectancy shall be based on international standards 

considering limitations on maximum hours, flight cycles and chronological age etc. Operations would be permissible up to a maximum calendar age of 25 years. 

Pressurised Non-RPT Pax: For charter passenger, Tourism Promotion and Regional Integration (TPRI), aerial work passenger and private aircraft operations, 

calendar age of all aircraft shall not be more than 18 years at the time of induction with minimum of 35% remaining operational life initially defined by OEM. 

Operations would be permissible up to a maximum calendar age / life cycles as defined by OEM subject to airworthiness.RPT / Non-RPT Cargo: For freighter / 

cargo aircraft, minimum of 35% remaining operational life would be required as initially given by OEM at the time of induction. Operations would be 

permissible up to a maximum calendar age of 30 years subject to airworthiness. 

Unpressurised CH (Pax.) AW & FS: For unpressurised aircraft being used for Charter (Pax.), aerial work and flying school operations, the calendar age at the 

time of induction shall not be more than 25 years; operations would be permissible up to a maximum calendar age as prescribed by the manufacturer of the 

aircraft provided the aircraft is airworthy.

Aircraft Type Certificate: Type certificate for aircraft below and above 5,700 kg manufactured outside Pakistan, are FAA and EASA.Type certificate for an 

aircraft below 5,700 kg manufactured in Pakistan, is EASA 23 or FAR Part 23. 

Typical Structure: Statutory Corporation – PCAA.

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES, only if the aircraft is owned by the Pakistani operator. If the aircraft is owned by a foreign entity, then Pakistan law will recognise 

foreign mortgages created by such entities as international interests in accordance with the terms of the Cape Town Convention and Aircraft Protocol 

(Implementation) Rules, 2004 (‘Implementation Rules 2004’).

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: NO

Priority Notice: If the mortgage is created by the Pakistani aircraft owner, the perfection of such aircraft will be done by relevant filing with the Securities and 

Exchange Commission of Pakistan which will also constitute public notice. Since Pakistan has ratified the Cape Town Convention and implemented it in 

domestic law by enactment of the Implementation Rules 2004, international interests duly created thereunder will be recognised in Pakistan.

Public Registration: YES. See above 

Deregistration Power of Attorney: Possible. Generally, an IDERA is lodged

Cape Town: YES.

Survey Completed by
Name: Syed Ali Bin Maaz & Abdul Wahab Thaheem

Company: Kabraji & Talibuddin

Email: ali.maaz@kandtlaw.com; wahab.thaheem@kandtlaw.com

Phone Number: +9221 35838871 6

Address: 406-407, 4th Floor, The Plaza at Do Talwar, Block 9, Clifton, Karachi-75600, 

Pakistan

Papua New Guinea
Registry: Papua New Guinea Civil Aviation Safety Authority (PNG CASA)       
Prefix: P2-      Location: South Pacific       Country Status: Independent Sovereign State

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: Code 4E (Boeing 747) 

Maximum Age: None 

Aircraft Type Certificate: Issued by PNG CASA upon application under Part 21 of the PNG Civil Aviation Rules. Certain FAA, EASA, TC, CAA-AUS, CAA-NZ and 

JCAB standards are recognised by applications granted to date.

Typical Structure: On- and offshore leveraged lease.

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: No restriction

Priority Notice: YES

Public Registration: YES

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES

Cape Town: NO.

Survey Completed by
Name: Richard Flynn

Company: Ashurst PNG

Email: Richard.Flynn@ashurst.com

Phone Number: +675 309 2000

Address: Ashurst PNG, PO Box 850, Port Moresby, NCD 111, Papua New Guinea

Peru
Registry: Aircraft Public Registry within the Movable Property Registry      

Prefix: OB-      Location: South America      Country Status: Unitary Republic

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: Airworthiness Certificate

Typical Structure: Varied

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? Security Interest, with similar effects

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: Conflict of laws provisions apply

Priority Notice: YES

Public Registration: YES, makes the recording enforceable erga omnes

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES, with similar effects to IDERA

Cape Town: NO.

Survey Completed by
Name: Fernando Hurtado de Mendoza

Company: Kennedys Law Peru

Email: Fernando.hurtadodemendoza@kennedyslaw.com

Phone Number: (511) 562 5152

Address: Av. Rivera Navarrete 495, San Isidro

Poland
Registry: Polish Civil Aircraft Register       Prefix: SP-      Location: Europe       Country Status: Member of the European Union

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: FAA, Transport Canada, Brazil ANAC and EASA

Typical Structure: Private state property.

Operation
Private Use: YES, suitable documents to submit within local CAA (ULC)

Commercial Air Transport: YES, suitable documents to submit within local CAA (ULC).

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: NO, English and New York law accepted as applicable law

Priority Notice: None

Public Registration: YES, Polish Civil Aviation Register

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES

Cape Town: Not yet ratified.

Survey Completed by
Name: Filip Balcerzak & Piotr Spaczyński

Company: SSW Pragmatic Solutions Spaczyński, Szczepaniak sp.k.

Email: Filip.Balcerzak@ssw.solutions; Piotr.Spaczynski@ssw.solutions

Phone Number: +48 664 150 776, + 48 602 250 491

Address: Rondo ONZ 1, 12th floor, 00-124 Warsaw, Poland

Romania
Registry: Romanian Civil Aircraft Register (“Romanian Unique Registration Register of Civil Aircraft”)      Prefix: YR      Location: Europe       Country Status: 

Unitary state 

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: All civil aircraft must be registered in the Civil Aircraft Register held by the Civil Aeronautical Authority (CAA), with the exception of 

ultralight aircraft with a maximum take-off weight up to 600 kg (depending on specific constructive type) and unmanned aircraft intended for ”open” and ”

specific” operations, as defined in Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/947 of 24 May 2019, and for which European regulations do not require 

certification. Operational authorisation may be required depending on the weight and specifications of the unmanned aircraft.

Maximum Age: None. Airworthiness conditions apply

Aircraft Type Certificate: EASA

Typical Structure: Owner or lessee of aircraft must be a private individual domiciled or permanently residing in an EU-member state or a private entity 

headquartered in an EU-member state.

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: Mortgages (or equivalent security interests) are governed by the law of the country of aircraft registration

Priority Notice: None. Rank of mortgage is primarily determined based on order of registration in the Register of Encumbrances held by the Romanian CAA. 

Same rule applies for facultative registration in the national database for registration of security interests (the National Registry of Publicity for Movable 

Property – RNPM)

Public Registration: Yes. Mortgages are registered in the Register of Encumbrances held by the Romanian CAA. Public registration in the National Registry of 

Publicity for Movable Property (RNPM) is also possible

Deregistration Power of Attorney: Yes. However, if governed by Romanian law, the Deregistration Power of Attorney is revocable

Cape Town: YES.

Survey Completed by
Name: Cătălin Băiculescu

Company: Țuca Zbârcea & Asociații
Email: catalin.baiculescu@tuca.ro 

Phone Number: (40-21) 204 88 90

Address: 4-8 Nicolae Titulescu Ave., America House, West Wing, 8th Floor, Sector 1, 

011141, Bucharest, Romania

Russia
Registry: Russian Federation      Prefix: RA-      Location: Europe and Asia      Country Status: Federation

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: There is a separate procedure for registration of an ultralight aircraft (ultralight helicopter) with maximum take-off weight up to 495 kg. 

Note: it is not required to register an ultralight aircraft (ultralight helicopter), the structure of which weighs 115kg or less (excluding weight of rescue 

equipment).

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: YES, the aircraft type must be certified by Rosaviatsiya (https://favt.gov.ru/), the Russian aviation authority. To perform type 

certification works, Rosaviatsiya may engage Aviaregistr Russia (http://www.aviaregistr.ru/) and/or other accredited certifying centres.

Typical Structure: Russian registration is typically used if an aircraft operator is a Russian entity. However, generally, Russian registration is still not broadly 

common for expensive business jets.

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: Russian law

Priority Notice: ‘Priority notice’ concept is not fully recognised by local legislation. However, registration of ‘Prospective International Interest’ under the Cape 

Town Convention should be available

Public Registration: Mortgage in relation to a Russian-registered aircraft must be registered with the Unified State Register of Rights to Aircraft and 

Transactions therewith

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES. A deregistration power of attorney (‘IDERA’), prepared in the form set out in the Aircraft Equipment Protocol to the 

Cape Town Convention, can be registered with the State Register of Civil Aircraft of the Russian Federation. The procedure for deregistration of an aircraft 

based on IDERA still requires additional local legislation to be enacted.

Cape Town: YES.

Survey Completed by
Name: Dmitry Karamyslov (international counsel), Dmitry Stakheev (associate) and 

Bogdan Eremyan (associate)

Company: Debevoise & Plimpton LLP

Email: dakaramyslov@debevoise.com, dsstakheev@debevoise.com & 

beeremyan@debevoise.com

Phone Number: +7 495 139 4000

Address: OKO Tower, 21 First Krasnogvardeysky Drive, Bldg. 1, Moscow, 123112

San Marino
Registry: San Marino Civil Aviation Autority       

Prefix: T7-      Location: Europe – (extra UE)      Country Status: Republic

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: There is no maximum age restriction for aircraft, but for those aircraft more than 30 years since the date of manufacture, applicants must 

obtain a special permit from the director general of the CAA. 

Aircraft Type Certificate: FAA, EASA, Transport Canada, UK CAA, ANAC

Typical Structure: Foreign company appointing a resident agent. Foreign trustee (under a trust structure) appointing a resident agent.

Operation

Survey Completed by
Name: Dennis Beccari & Francesca Podeschi

Company: Beccari Podeschi Law Firm

Email: info@studiolegale.sm & dennis@studiolegale.sm

Phone Number: +378 903170

Address: Via 28 Luglio n.212, Borgo Maggiore 47893, Republic of San Marino



Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: Notarised mortgage deed required

Priority Notice: YES

Public Registration: NO. Title and lien search available

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES

Cape Town: YES. 

Singapore
Registry: Civil Aviation Authority of Singapore (CAAS)      Prefix: 9V-      Location: Asia      Country Status: Republic

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None. (Other than as authorised in the Certificate of Airworthiness; noting a Basic Weight Schedule is required to be provided).

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: CAAS does not issue aircraft type certificates. CAAS must first accept the type certificate issued by the State of Design, before issuing 

a Certificate of Airworthiness (and a letter of acceptance of type certificate).

Typical Structure: Various, with aircraft registration subject to ownership or charter by demise qualifications.

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: Singapore courts may (generally, but subject to exceptions) uphold the choice of a foreign law to govern an aircraft 

mortgage.

Priority Notice: NO

Public Registration: There is no public registry of aircraft mortgages in Singapore. Where applicable, registrations may be made with the International Registry 

under the Cape Town Convention and filings of registrable charges under the Companies Act may be made with the Corporate Regulatory Authority.

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES

Cape Town: YES.

Survey Completed by
Name: Stuart Miller (Hong Kong) & Hui Yain Yeo (Singapore)

Company: Clyde & Co (Hong Kong) & Clyde & Co (Singapore)

Email: stuart.miller@clydeco.com & Huiyain.Yeo@clydeco.com 

Phone Number: +852 22872717 & +65 6240 6135

Address: Address: 58th Floor, Central Plaza, 18 Harbour Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong and 

12 Marina Boulevard, Marina Bay Financial Centre Tower 3, #30 – 03, Singapore 018982

South Korea
Registry: Civil Aircraft Register operated by the Office of Civil Aviation of the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport (MOLIT)

Prefix: HL-      Location: Asia      Country Status: Democratic Republic

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: MOLIT

Typical Structure: Operator registry.

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: Aircraft mortgage agreement must be governed by Korean law and registered in the Korean aircraft register

Priority Notice: NO

Public Registration: YES

Deregistration Power of Attorney: NO

Cape Town: NO.

Survey Completed by
Name: Robert Gilbert and Young Min Kim

Company: Kim & Chang

Email: rlgilbert@kimchang.com, ymkim1@kimchang.com

Phone Number: +82 2 3703-1144, +82 2 3703-1145

Operator: +82 2 3703-1114

Address: Kim & Chang, 39, Sajik-ro 8-gil, Jongno-gu, Seoul 03170, Republic of Korea 

Spain
Registry: Spanish Aircraft Registry (AMR) and Movable Property Registry (MPR)

Prefix: EC-      Location: Spain (Europe)      Country Status: Sovereign State

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: YES

Typical Structure: None

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: YES, under the Spanish Law on Chattel Mortgage of 1954.

Priority Notice: NO

Public Registration: YES, with the Spanish Movable Property Registry

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES. IDERA according to the Cape Town Convention and its Protocol may be submitted.

Cape Town: YES. Spain’s accession to the Cape Town Convention (Official Journal of Spain of 4 October 20213). The signature of the supplementary Aircraft 

Protocol has been executed (Official Journal of Spain of February 1st 2016).

Survey Completed by
Name: Gema Díaz Rafael

Company: Aviation Lawyer

Email: gdiazrf@hotmail.com

Phone Number: +34 627560755

Address: gdiazrf@hotmail.com

Sweden
Registry: Swedish Civil Aircraft Register       Prefix: SE-      Location: Europe      
Country Status: Monarchy, member state of European Union

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: EASA

Typical Structure: Individual or corporate body is acceptable.

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: None

Priority Notice: YES

Public Registration: YES

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES

Cape Town: YES.

Survey Completed by
Name: Stephan Eriksson

Company: Astra Advokater KB

Email: Stephan.eriksson@astralaw.se

Phone Number: +46705142890

Address: Drottninggatan 98, 111 60 Sweden

Switzerland
Registry: Swiss Aircraft Register maintained by the Swiss Federal Office of Civil Aviation (FOCA)      Prefix: HB-      

Location: Europe (Switzerland is not a member state of the European Union but member of EASA)     Country Status: Confederation

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None (but subject to airworthiness requirements)

Aircraft Type Certificate: EASA

Typical Structure: Swiss company or (subject to supply of aircraft to Swiss AOC operator) foreign company.

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: Swiss law (as a rule)

Priority Notice: Not available

Public Registration: YES

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES (with qualifications)

Cape Town: NO.

Survey Completed by
Name: Philippe Wenker

Company: gbf Attorneys-at-law Ltd

Email: wenker@gbf-legal.ch

Phone Number: +41 43 500 48 50

Address: Hegibachstrasse 47, 8032 Zurich, Switzerland

Turkey
Registry: Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)Civil Aircraft Registry      Prefix: TC-      

Location: Europe/Middle East       Country Status: Republic

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: EASA, FAA, TCCN or ANAC

Typical Structure: Turkish citizens and legal entities – majority of shareholders and directors of an aircraft owner legal entity must be Turkish citizens. Foreign 

owned aircraft may also be registered if the Aircraft is on long term lease to a Turkish citizen or legal entity. 

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: Mortgage agreement has to be governed by Turkish Law

Priority Notice: None

Public Registration: In order to be valid and enforceable, an aircraft mortgage has to be registered with the Civil Aircraft registry

Deregistration Power of Attorney: These are recognised and enforceable but a PoA cannot be irrevocable. 

However, an Irrevocable Deregistration and Export Request Authorization (IDERA)) cannot be revoked and will be recognised and enforced by the Civil Aircraft 

Registry.

Cape Town: Turkey has ratified Cape Town.

Survey Completed by
Name: Ali Kartal

Company: Kartal Law Firm

Email: ali.kartal@kartallawfirm.com

Phone Number: +90 212 293 23 23

Address: Tekfen Tower Level 8, 209 Buyukdere Av., 34394 Istanbul, Turkey

Ukraine
Registry: Civil Aircraft Register of Ukraine      Prefix: UR-

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: a list of aircraft type certificates may be checked at SAA site https://avia.gov.ua/npd/typy-povitryanyh-suden-shvaleni-dlya-

ekspluatatsiyi-v-ukrayini/

Typical Structure: There is no requirement for the typical structure. An aircraft leased by a Ukrainian carrier may be registered in the Registry. The Owner of 

the Aircraft or its lessor has no requirement to establish a local company. Aircraft registration under the lease contract does not create a taxable presence in 

Ukraine, neither for the owner nor for the lessor.

Refer to the website for the documents that must be submitted by the applicant that is usually a local lessee, to effect the registration of an aircraft in the 

Aircraft Registry.

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? Although the mortgage is used quite widely in Ukraine as a form of security, Ukrainian Law does not stipulate any particular type of 

mortgage for Aircraft. The Ukrainian Law provides on possessory and non-possessory mortgages, while non-possessory aircraft mortgages are used in modern 

practice. The aircraft mortgage will automatically cover all accessories and spare parts unless it is expressly stipulated otherwise in the mortgage.

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: The Ukrainian Law on International Private Law, No.2709-IV dated June 22, 2005 (as amended) allows the parties to 

agree on any applicable law, including a foreign one, unless the Aircraft is registered in Ukraine. The Ukrainian Law shall govern the mortgage over registered in 

Ukraine aircraft. The mortgage over Ukrainian registered aircraft is valid if it is made in written and executed before a Ukrainian notary.

Priority Notice: The Law on Mortgage does not stipulate any cure period or obligation to submit a notification of the mortgagee’s default or register its notice 

of default in the Mortgage Registry. Nor does it lay down any requirements concerning the minimum content of the notice of default. Please refer to the 

website for more information.

Public Registration: A lien over an aircraft irrespective of whether the aircraft mortgage agreement is executed before the Ukrainian notary or abroad may be 

registered with the Mortgage Registry.

Deregistration Power of Attorney: The Ukrainian Aircraft Registry is held in the name of the Owner. Correspondingly only the Owner or its duly empowered 

representative may deregister the Aircraft. Additionally, the lessor usually receives from a lessee an irrevocable deregistration power of attorney.

Cape Town: On November 1st 2012, the Convention on International Interests in Mobile Equipment (the Cape Town Convention) became effective for Ukraine. 

SAA was designated as an entry point for information related to registration of any security-type interests (created by or subject to security agreements, lease 

agreements, and title reservation agreements) relating to Aircraft (the “International Interests”) or irrevocable deregistration authorisations (“IDERAs”) with 

the International Registry. Please see website for more details.

Survey Completed by
Name: Anna Tsirat

Company: Jurvneshservice, Attorneys & Counsellors

Email: a.tsirat@jvs.law

Phone Number: +380 67 465 77 73

Address: 46/11 Turgenevska Str., suite 2, Kyiv 01054, Ukraine

United States
Registry: Federal Aviation Administration Civil Aircraft Registry       Prefix: N-      

Location: North America       Country Status: Constitutional Federal Republic

Aircraft
Weight Restrictions: None

Maximum Age: None

Aircraft Type Certificate: FAA

Typical Structure: Owner registry

Operation
Private Use: YES

Commercial Air Transport: YES

Finance
Mortgage Possible? YES 

Restriction Governing Mortgage Law: NO

Priority Notice: NO, except for prospective interest registrations under the Cape Town Treaty

Public Registration: YES 

Deregistration Power of Attorney: YES, if the Cape Town Treaty is applicable 

Cape Town: YES. 

Survey Completed by
Name: Keri L Dowling

Company: Air Law Office, P.A.

Email: keridowling@airlawoffice.com

Phone Number: +1 954 740 0971

Address: 1499 NE 60th Street Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334
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